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Pictured L-1; Adoy Assemion {Katehi), Jean Mexls Botiroba - Chiof of gfaff, minister of water & Forsstry, Larry Wﬂfieam “LW Assoclates, D Kouacdio (Kamhz, ”fi:hahg;é Gabriel Ministry Water &
G Ty

Forestry - Gabion, Robert Stein . LW Associates, Jim Touba - LW Associates, Avar Gilthert - PORIE - Gabon;and Dr. Marcelin Mzlengui « Diractor of

A diverse group of individuals, Jed by Katchi in-
ternational, have formed a bartnership to assist in
govemment blan to develop strategic sectors of the
country of Gabon, Gabon, officia ly known as the
GGabonese Republic, is locatad in Central Africa and

¥

I8 represented by a centralized government,

President Mr. Alj Bongo has created & plan of de-
velopment that includes Industrial Gabor’, ‘Green
Gabon' and 'Gabon Services,’ Recenily, Katchi in-
ternational hostad top level Gabon govemment of-
ficials led by Gabriel Tehango, the Minister of Waler
and Foresiry, Forestry in Gahon has baen a huge
s0Urce for its economy, The goal is tn improve the
performance of the forest based sector 1o create
jobs, food resources and tax revenue,

The group attended several workshops at the
University Hilton and made site visits fo Metrolina
Greenhouses, Metrolina Recyclin Facility, Chap-
lotte Douglas International Alrport's Recycling Fa-
cility, Clemson University's College of Agriculture,
Forestry and Life Sciences and the University of
North Carolina at Charlotte’s Education Exchange
program:. :

Katchi International, a non
profit organization, promote
hope o people through its ar
for sustainable development. Ac
International President Dr. Koffi Kot

0 Kato
i0, “the May
workshops brought together private and public busi-
nesses and government entities to help foster aco-
nomical and educational ties between the US and

Gabon. The two countries working together will
translate into practical projects in the sector of Water
and Forestry with Cutting edge technology.”

As for cutting edge technology, web developer
Matt Kushner of Varrow says he is excited about the

sources as wel

part-
nership
with . the
U8 ang
Gabon,
Kush-
nar describes the process, once developed, as one
that will provide important data from the forest to the
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government and it will create g reliable, tracking,

shipping method to connact everyons involved in the
Process,

The plan of bringing economic and infrastructure
development projects 1o Gabon will take some time,
Larry Willlams of L.w. Associates sayvs the calch
phrase for the project is Gabon ‘23 Williams de-
scribed Gabon 23" as a plan that focuses on how
to take specific, practical steps in strategic sectors
io-croate transformative derivatives that ean help
Gabon leapfrog into the 23rd century. Some of the
brojects include: Wood Pellets and Briquatte Plant,
Information and Communication Systems, Water
and Eco-System Technology Transfers ard Carbon
Emission Reduction Flans, '

The site visits were described by everyone involved
a8 positive and encouraging, Dr. Ted Whitwell, Asso-
ciate Dean for Academic Affairs, Clemson University,

felt that the visit with the Gabonese delegation was ‘s
9004 visit with great Potential’ Whitwell says ‘the e

coligborating on Forestry &
, a faculty ang student s
program.” '

A%&xié aordon, "f}h&‘ﬁi}ﬁ% International Cabinst

gram Director, says that she was excited to hear
that the delegation was concerned about the envi-
ronmental aspects and about environmental rans
agement. According to Gordon, Gabonese officials
placed emphasis on the forest, not just jobs, as well

fion wi

ademy of Water & Forestry,

as Fr@iﬁcﬁﬁg rasources while improving the lifestyle
ofthe Gabonsese people.

(The Charlotte International Cabinet promotes
Charlotte as an international cily, serves as g re-
source to foster international relationships and a8~
$i¥$t%ﬁ§ in setting up some meetings for the delega-
tion,

Katchi will continue to build the global CONNecs
i e US and Gabon with an International
for program exchanges and for the de-
velopment of private and public partnerships involy-
ing Bio-resources, the Timber industry, information
technology systems and susiainable development
strategies, Training and research in Gabon on Au-
gust 13-15. The focus will be on the ‘Revitalization
of the Pillar, Green Gabon, by the Implementation of
Related Sustainable Projects’. Investors and entre-
Preneurs are invited to learn more,

For additional information about investment oppor-
tunities in Gabon, cortact Katehj International, 828.
275-0840 (katchi.org)
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